
NORTHWESTERN CONNECTICUT COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
  
  
  
Course Title: Linguistics of American Sign Language                Course #:  ASL 205 
  
Course Description:   
A survey of linguistic theories, methods, and research and how it relates to ASL:  universals of language, 
how language is structured, social variation in language, and language change over time.   
3 semester hours. 
  
Pre-requisite/Co-requisite:  ASL 101, ASL 102, ASL 201, ENG 101 
  
Goals:   

To become familiar with the basic concepts of linguistics as they pertain to language in general, and to 
ASL specifically.  These concepts include: phonology, morphology, syntax, and the use of language.   

  
Outcomes:   

1. To identify general linguistic concepts as they apply to the structure of ASL. 

2. To demonstrate an understanding of the research in the linguistic structures of ASL.   

3. To be able to identify aspects of ASL structure and isolate the pattern or rule that governs that 
structure.   

  
College Policies 
 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty are not tolerated at Northwestern Connecticut 
Community College.  Violators of this policy will be subject to sanction.  Please refer to your “Student 
Handbook” under “Policy on Student Rights,” the Section entitled “Student Discipline,” or the College 
catalog for additional information. 

 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):  The College will make reasonable accommodations for 
persons with documented learning, physical, or psychiatric disabilities.  Students should notify Roseann 
Dennerlein, the Counselor for Students with Disabilities.  She is located at Green Woods Hall, in the 
Center for Student Development.  Her phone number is 860-738-6307 (V/TTY) and her email is 
rdennerlein@nwcc.commnet.edu.  
 
School Cancellations:  If snowy or icy driving conditions cause the postponement or cancellation of 
classes, announcements will be made on local radio stations. Students may also call the College directly 
at (860) 738-6464 to hear a recorded message concerning any inclement weather closings.  Students are 
urged to exercise their own judgment if road conditions in their localities are hazardous. 
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