
The following awards and scholarships were presented to CEDHH 

students at Awards Convocation May 28: 
 

All -USA & All -Connecticut Academic Team Award: Jessica Tanner 
 

Elizabeth A. Rigney Memorial Award: Rajiv Root 
 

Lions Club Zone 5 Scholarships: Zachary Larson and Amy Reay 
 

Valley Thrift Shop Scholarship: Jessica Tanner 
 

Sarino and Marguerite DiMauro Scholarship: Amy Reay 
 

Phoenix Scholars Scholarship: Zachary Larson 
 

CEDHH Student of the Year Award: Zachary Larson 
 

Congratulations to all CEDHH award and scholarship recipients and 

a special thank you to award and scholarship benefactors! 

Congratulations to CEDHH Student Graduates! 
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Graduation is a time to celebrate achievements 

as well as a time to plan for the future. The 

following deaf and hard of hearing students 

celebrated graduation from Northwestern 

Connecticut Community College (NCCC) on 

May 29:  
 

Erin Reardon with an AS degree in Liberal 

Arts & Sciences 

Jessica Tanner with an AS degree in 

Liberal Arts & Sciences  

Samuel Attard with a Certificate in 

Graphic Design  
 

Roseann Dennerlein, counselor for CEDHH 

students, asked the graduating students in an 

interview to reflect on their time spent at NCCC 

by responding to the following questions: 
 

Roseann:   Why did you select NCCC as your 

college to attend? 
 

Erin:  I chose NCCC because I knew that I was 

going to have all of the services I needed here. It 

was also my first time going to school with other 

students who are deaf/ hard of hearing and I 

wanted to see what it was like not being the only 

hard of hearing person in the school.  
 

Jessica:  I heard about the great deaf program 

and wanted to attend a college where there were 

other Deaf people.  Heidi Forrest, my Bureau of 

Students Receive Awards & Scholarships at Convocation  

Rehabilitation Services (BRS) counselor 

recommended NCCC, so I decided to 

check it out.  I liked the communal feeling 

I experienced during my visit. 
 

Sam:  Northwestern accepted me, and had 

the perfect major for me ï Graphic Design.  

They also had the English and Math 

programs that I needed. 
 

Roseann:  What was your most 

memorable time at NCCC?  
 

Erin:  There are so many memorable 

moments at NCCC that I could probably 

(Continued on page 6) 

Amy Reay, Zachary Larson, and Jessica Tanner pose 

with awards they received on May 28. 

Graduates Sam Attard and Erin Reardon 

celebrate with CEDHH staff. 
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Greeting and welcoming new deaf 

and hard of hearing students who 

participated in CEDHH new 

student orientations 
 

Maintaining the numbers of deaf 

and hard of hearing students 

enrolled in the CEDHH program 

(averaging 30 students in the fall 

and 27 students during spring 

semesters) 
 

The Chancellor officially 

approving the change of the 

program name from Career 

Education for the Deaf (CED) to 

Collegiate Education for Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing Persons 

(CEDHH) 
 

The creation of a new CEDHH 

logo to represent the program 

during our 25th year anniversary 

of educational and support 

services to both deaf and hard of 

hearing communities 
 

The establishment of a 

Continuing Quality Improvement 

(CQI) approach to generate 

strategy, changes and 

improvements in CEDHH 

programs and services and in 

order to stay competitive in the 

field of higher education 

programs; bringing forth new 

changes in operations designed 

for learners who are deaf and hard 

of hearing while maintaining a 

cost-effective and competitive 

position 
 

Endorsement by CEDHH 

Advisory Board members for the 

expansion of the CEDHH 

program by offering English 

courses to deaf and hard of 

hearing students at Capital 

Community College in Hartford; 

staying up-to-date with the needs 

of current and incoming students 
 

The beginning of a successful 

theatrical troupe of students from 

the Northwest Deaf Club called 

CEDHH Directorôs Bulletin 

ASL Live! who developed an 

educational and entertaining 

presentation of ASL storytelling ï 

a performance art of the deaf 

community; the group has 

travelled to various local high 

schools that have deaf students 

and/or offer ASL courses, to give 

shows 
 

Entertainment and inspiration 

from performances and guest 

speakers at the annual CEDHH 

Spring Gala Evenings and 

recognizing the accomplishments 

of individuals and groups through 

their excellent and talented 

presentations as well as the 

presentation of two significant 

awards: the CEDHH Student of 

the Year and the Community 

Leadership Awards 
 

Events where CEDHH students 

and deaf adults protested together 

for movie captioning rights 
 

The completion of the National 

Interpreter Education federal 

grant project, which included a 

publication that was disseminated 

to over 150 interpreter education 

programs in colleges and 

universities across the country 
 

Serving as home to the site office 

of Connecticut Northeast 

Technical Assistance Center and 

contracting with the national 

office housed at the Rochester 

Institute of Technology in 

Rochester; New York, for seven 

years; being responsible for 

providing technical assistance and 

professional training to all 

participating post-secondary 

educational institutions to better 

serve deaf and hard of hearing 

students in the state of 

Connecticut 

(Continued on page 3) 

My Reflections and Recollections of CEDHH 

By Mark J. Myers 

CEDHH Director 
  

As you may or may not know, I have 

officially accepted the offer of the 

Provost position at the Southwest 

Collegiate Institute for the Deaf 

(SWCID) at Howard College in Big 

Spring, Texas. I will commence my 

new position on August 14, 2008.  I 

would like to share my reflections and 

recollections with you as I am nearing 

the end of my work here as the 

CEDHH Director effective July 31, 

2008.  
 

I have reflected upon my experiences 

with CEDHH and wanted to recollect 

my accomplishments with you as much 

as I could in this article.  The best part 

of my recollections regards the 

CEDHH staff who have made 

outstanding contributions and have 

dedicated themselves to serve students 

who are deaf and hard of hearing 

during my almost 11 years of work 

here. We have stayed competitive in 

the field of higher education programs 

and have been innovative in improving 

operations designed to serve students 

who are deaf and hard of hearing in the 

New England area. Below are some of 

my favorite recollections: 
 

Witnessing deaf and hard of 

hearing graduates walk across the 

stage to receive their Associate 

degrees, certificates, and 

scholarships in May. We are proud 

for having made a difference for 

each graduate! 
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CEDHH 

Would like to thank our part-time 

interpreters and C-print captionist for all 

their hard work during 

 the Spring 2008 semester: 
 

Sarah Broomhead 
Naomi Cardello 
Laura Ferrall 

Carrie Giarnese 
Dwight Godwin 

Mary Good 
Maureen ñMoò Miniter 

Audrey Havens 
 

You are all truly appreciated 

and cherished! 
 

CEDHH also congratulates all 

interpreting interns for their hard work 

this semester and wishes them best of 

luck in their future endeavors! 

 

Completion of articulation and course transfer agreements 

with both Gallaudet University and the National Technical 

Institute for the Deaf at Rochester Institute of Technology 
 

Since January of 1997, I feel I have learned so much beyond a 

surface knowledge of leadership, managerial behaviors, 

performance evaluation, and professional development from 

the Connecticut Community College System, the NCCC 

administration, and the CEDHH staff and students.  At the 

beginning of my work as the Director, I had minimal tacit 

knowledge of the process of education for adults who are deaf 

and hard of hearing. I made a conscious effort to gain implicit 

learning in the CEDHH workplace. Consequently, I have 

expanded my general understanding and assimilated in-depth 

knowledge and skills in my administrative and supervisory 

competencies.  
 

I would like to personally thank Dean Steve Frazier and all the 

CEDHH staff for all the support and encouragement for my 

participation in the doctoral program at University of 

Connecticut in Storrs. As a deaf adult learner, I learned to 

overcome obstacles to increase my educational accessibility in 

an institution of higher learning. My enrollment in the doctoral 

Adult Learning program has created a positive transition for me 

that has had significant consequences for my learning 

motivation and has afforded opportunities for my personal 

growth and professional development. I am determined to 

concentrate on self-direction by setting a plan to defeat the long

-term communication barriers for full learning accessibility, 

equal opportunity for access to relevant interacting 

opportunities with peers and faculty both in and out of 

classrooms. My self-directed approach is a positive force 

upgrading human rights and transforms long-term barriers into 

self-determination for positive visual communicative learning 

access. My experience of 

authentic educational 

accessibility has interjected 

motivation through an 

attitude of self-endorsed 

zeal to enhance inner values 

and capabilities for effective 

action.  
 

I wish Sara Gerhold, acting 

Director, the best in 

maintaining outstanding 

quality of educational 

access and valuable support 

services for NCCC students 

who are deaf and hard of 

hearing. Please feel free to 

visit and stop by my office 

at SWCID in Big Spring! 

(Continued from page 2) 
 

A Message from Mark...  

Mark Myers prepares for residency 

in the Longhorn State! 

 

The search for the Director 

of CEDHH has been 

cancelled due to fiscal 

constraints. Sara Gerhold 

will be the Acting Director of 

CEDHH from August 1, 

2008 through June 30, 2009. 

The college is planning on 

reopening the search for the 

CEDHH Director next year. 
 

Sara has held the position of 

CEDHH Program Liaison Specialist for a sum of 

nearly four years. Her background includes a 

significant amount of writing, editing, and research 

on deaf issues and has involved the representation of 

educational institutions, teaching assignments at 

these institutions, recruitment of students, and 

development of marketing materials for many 

different programs. Sara currently holds a bachelorôs 

degree in Communication from Lenoir-Rhyne 

College and a masterôs degree in American Sign 

Language Linguistics from Gallaudet University.  

New Acting Director of CEDHH 
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By Jessica Tanner 
 

ASL LIVE! had a very busy year! 

Every Friday from 10:00-3:30, deaf 

students and interpreting students got 

together and rehearsed. Thirteen cast 

members and two crew members 

toiled hard to put a new show together. 

This year, we welcomed six new cast 

members. Sam Attard, Matt Bull, Tim 

Head Jr., Beth Hoyer, Yvette McKoy, 

and Amanda Sechow joined 

ñveteransò Sarah Broomhead, Jackie 

Brown, Tina Cuddeback, Zach Larson, 

Jessica Tanner, Kerri Tollmann and 

Karl Wence, Jr. CEDHH Director 

Mark Myers also played a part in the 

show. Our hard working crew women 

were Kellyann Parry and Heidi Wehn. 
 

During its first year, ASL LIVE! was 

created to provide entertainment for 

the annual spring CEDHH Gala, and 

the show ended with a tribute to Mark 

Myers. During its second year, the 

group helped the Northwest Deaf Club 

raise funds for the Nigerian School for 

the Deaf as the finale to the óCan by 

Canô fundraiser. This year ASL 

LIVE!ôs focus was putting on a 

different kind of show. The groupôs 

goal was to educate high school 

students about deafness and the 

culture of our dancing hands.  This 

year was also a different year for the 

returning cast members because we 

took our show on the road! 
 

ASL Live! Completes A Third Season 

speak with a 

reporter. 

A 

short 

article was 

published in the 

Connecticut Post newspaper 

about ASL LIVE! 
 

Our fourth performance was at 

Kaynor Tech High School from 

where our very own cast member 

K.J. Wence had graduated! It was a 

fitting performance for the end of 

our school year. We were 

bombarded with questions from 

Kaynor students, who wanted to 

know more about deafness.   
  

This year was not only hard work 

for the cast members, but also there 

was some hair pulling (of course on 

our OWN heads). For example, one 

member was not able to make two 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

With ASL LIVE! director, Roxanne 

Norway-White, and her 

infamous 

word 

ñagain!ô, 

the show 

shaped up and was 

ready to hit the road by March. 

We traveled to several high 

schools to perform. It was a 

great opportunity for high 

school students to see that 

deaf people have a culture of 

their own too. We literally made 

ASL come alive for the students! 
 

Our first show was at Danbury High 

School on March 28. We had an 

opportunity to meet a teacher of the 

deaf, Mary Silvestri, who had invited 

us to perform. Most of the new 

members were nervous about their 

first show, but everything went 

smoothly! 
 

Our second show was ñat homeò for 

the NCCC Mad River Literary 

Festival on April 10. It was good to 

be performing on the very same stage 

we rehearsed on! The auditorium was 

packed with family and fans of ASL 

LIVE!  
 

Our third show was the very next 

day, April 11 - what a hectic 

morning! The show took place at 

Fairfield High School and it was a 

great show where we had a chance to 

 

 

 

 

We are seeking Deaf and Hard of Hearing students!!!  
Interested in having a CEDHH representative visit your high school?  

Want to learn more about Northwestern Connecticut Community College?  
 

NOW  SCHEDULING  
Fall  2008 SEMESTER VISITS  

 

Please contact:  
Sara C. Gerhold, CEDHH Program Liaison / Acting Director  
(860) 738-6382 (v/tty/videophone)        (860) 379 -3886 (fax)  

sgerhold@nwcc.commnet.edu  
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Favorite memories of  

2008 ASL LIVE! cast members:  
 

Karl Wence, Jr.: ñMy most memorable moment was the Kaynor Tech show, I was so proud to return to my alma 

mater and to show them what I worked so hard for. That is the day when a priceless moment happened. At the end of 

the óThree Deaf Stoogesô act, the frames of the store collapsed exactly after the final bow! It was hilarious.ò  
 

Jessica Tanner: ñOne of my memorable moments during my three years with ASL LIVE! is of course, performing my 

poem, ñFull Moonôs Childò which Roxanne did an incredible job voicing. That poem remains to be the piece that I 

hold dear. It was sad for me to put the dress away for the last time, but maybe it will come out once in a blue moon! I 

love acting and had so much fun with the cast, being a typical comedian and trying to make people laugh.ò 
 

Kerri Tollman: ñWhat I loved the most was the acting and interaction between the cast members. I had so much fun 

learning more about deaf culture. My favorite act was óHazardous Drivingô.ò 
 

Sam Attard: ñMy best memory is being in óThe Three Deaf Stoogesô and filling in the spot for óHazardous Drivingô.ò 

    ASL Live!  

of our shows, and other cast members had to work overtime 

to compensate for the absence ï but it all worked out great. 

Fortunately, there was always a lot of laughter during 

rehearsal; bursts of laughter and giggles echoing from the 

multipurpose room in Green Woods Hall or the Founders 

Hall auditorium! It was good to see a team of people 

working together effectively. 
  

For anyone who unfortunately did not have a chance to see 

the show, donôt worry! The director is currently putting 

together video clips and pictures from the ASL LIVE! show 

for MySpace. You can see what we have posted so far on 

http://www.myspace.com/asl_live_nccc. Check it out to see 

what ASL LIVE! is all about! 
 

ASL Live! Director Roxanne Norway-White is retiring this 

summer and passing the driverôs seat on to CEDHH 

Communication Specialist Maureen Chalmers.  If interested 

in becoming involved with ASL LIVE!, Chalmers can be 

contacted via e-mail at MChalmers@nwcc.commnet.edu.  

(Continued from page 4) 

 Part- Time Intepreting & Captioning 
Opportunities! 

 

Exciting assignments in fascinating college 
courses and special events!  

 

Join supportive staff, faculty and students  
at Northwestern Connecticut Community College 

(NCCC). We are hiring qualified 
 part- time interpreters and captionists for the 

upcoming academic year. 
 

 Contact: 
 Kellyann Parry, Interpreter Coordinator, 

  at (860) 738- 6382 v/tty or 
kparry@nwcc.commnet.edu. 

The cast of ASL Live! performs one of its skits titled  ñYou 

Have To Be Deaf To Understand.ò  

How does one get a deaf tree to fall? ASL Live! demonstrates how 

during deaf joke skit ñTimber!ò 



Graduates Celebrate Their Proud Accomplishments  

fill many pages. I think one of my proud accomplishments 

would be being the deaf/hard of hearing board member for 

the Deaf Club and going to Hartford for the Captioning Now 

Campaign. The Halloween and Christmas parties were fun as 

well. I think the most memorable thing about NCCC is just 

how easily I fit in with everyone. I was not an outcast.  Just 

easily mixing with both hearing and deaf/hard of hearing 

people really made me feel comfortable being here. I know 

that I will definitely miss everyone.  
 

Jessica:  There are 

so many memories 

from being in ASL 

Live!, the Deaf 

Club, Phi Theta 

Kappa, and having 

the Deaf Club help 

me with my Miss 

Deaf Connecticut 

Pageant. My 

funniest memory 

was at a Halloween 

Party where I 

dressed up as Bull 

Shit.  I wore all 

brown and made 

my hair look like 

brown horns. 
 

Sam:  One of my 

most memorable 

times was the Deaf 

Club Halloween 

Party, when I won third place for the costume, ñCry Babyò.  

My best memories were from the ASL Live! performances.  

It was so fun!  I will miss ASL LIVE!  I will never forget it ï 

ever! 
 

Roseann:  What was your most proud accomplishment at 

NCCC? 
 

Erin:  Graduating!! I think my first two years here was a 

huge learning experience for me. It was hard to focus and 

figure out what was important to me: a social life or 

education. After taking a year off I finally realized the 

importance of having an education. This realization 

definitely helped me move ahead with my goals.  

 

Jessica:  Being the President of the Northwest Deaf Club and 

the Club Council has helped me so much in being the leader 

that I am. 
 

Sam:  I am proud of myself for improving my English skills 

and in doing very well in the classes for my major.  I always 

got good grades that really made me proud. 
 

(Continued from page 1) Roseann:  What are 

your plans for the fall? 
 

Erin:  I will be going to 

Central Connecticut 

State University to 

major in Secondary 

Education:  History 

Specialization. I am 

taking a lot of history 

classes, so wish me 

luck with that! 
 

Jessica:  Iôve been 

accepted to California 

State University at 

Northridge (CSUN) 

and I plan to start in the 

fall after my road trip 

across the country.  Iôm 

majoring in teaching ï 

either for first grade or for college students. 
 

Sam:  My plans are to go to a school of visual arts for 

interior design in New York City. 
 

Roseann:  What are your goals in five years? 
 

Erin:  I hope that in five years I will be working on my 

Masterôs degree in Guidance Counseling. Doing my 

field work in the Guidance Department at my old high 

school this past year has really opened my eyes. I now 

know that this is definitely the job that I want. I feel that 

I was so lucky to be at NCCC, because no other school 

could give me that experience.  
 

Jessica: My goals are to get my Masterôs degree, get a 

good job in teaching, and most of allï to be happy! 
 

Sam:  My goals for the future are to complete a college 

degree. 
 

Congratulations to Sam, Erin, and Jessica, and best 

wishes to you in your future endeavors! 

CEDHH interpreter-tutor 

Roxanne Norway-White 

congratulates Sam Attard on his 

certificate. 

Graduate Jessica Tanner flashes a peace 

sign on her way out! 
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Northwest Deaf Club Update 

By Maureen Chalmers & Kellyann Parry, Advisors 
 

Spring 2008 was an 

exciting and busy 

semester for the 

Northwest Deaf club. 

This yearôs officers 

were Michael Ayala 

(president), Lisa 

Cadoret (vice-

president), Zachary Larson (treasurer), Beth Hoyer 

(secretary), Samuel Attard (deaf board member) and 

Amanda Sechow (hearing board member).  Our club 

leaders and members were motivated, active, and put 

on several successful workshops, parties and 

fundraisers. 
 

Karen Chekas, Program Consultant and Wellness 

Facilitator with the Mental Health Association of 

Connecticut, Inc. , presented Stress Relief workshops 

in both February and May.  Chekas is a fluent signer 

and was able to directly discuss with the audience 

what stress is, and how to prevent it.  She taught 

NWDC members basic yoga and meditation 

techniques.  The workshops were just in time for mid-

terms and finals and truly beneficial!  Samuel Attard 

developed and led a óDeaf Jeopardyô event at our St. 

Patrickôs Day party where attendees had a lot of fun 

answering questions about Deaf culture and CEDHH!   

In April, Roseann Dennerlein presented a workshop 

on job interviewing skills and developing resumes.  

This was very helpful for students preparing to find 

full -time or part-time jobs. 
 

The Northwest Deaf Club has set the goal of planning 

(Continued on page 12) 
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CEDHH Staff 

By Roseann Dennerlein 
 

Practice makes perfect!  This 

saying certainly pertains to 

developing job interviewing 

skills.  This semester, Ms. 

Roseann Dennerlein, a 

counselor at NCCC, presented 

an interactive workshop on job 

interviewing skills during a 

Northwest Deaf Club meeting. CEDHH student Tim Head, Jr., 

was a brave soul who volunteered to be a job applicant, while 

interpreting student Amanda Sechow volunteered to be the 

interpreter for a mock job interview. Dennerlein facilitated 

discussion on the ñdoôs and donôtsò for providing answers to 

typical interview questions, appropriate choice in apparel, and 

properly introducing and use of an interpreter.   
 

To prepare more for summer job interviews, students requested 

a follow up workshop.  After receiving permission from former 

CEDHH student Christine Marmolejos, Dennerlein showed a 

video of a mock interview that Marmolejos had performed as a 

part of a job search 

strategies course for 

deaf and hard of hearing 

students  two years ago.   

Workshop attendees 

were able to learn from 

this video and 

Marmolejos, who 

demonstrated a very 

polished interview on 

tape! 

Students Polish Interview Skills 

CEDHH Views is published twice a year by the 

Collegiate Education for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

Persons program at Northwestern  

Connecticut Community College. 
 

Director: Mark J. Myers 

Program Liaison: Sara C. Gerhold 

Design and Layout: Sara C. Gerhold 
 

Special thanks to Melissa Slocumb, Kellyann Parry, 

Maureen Chalmers, Roseann Dennerlein, Jessica 

Tanner, Samuel Attard, Paul Atkinson, and Mark 

Myers for their contributions 

 to this spring issue. 
 

Would you or a friend like to join our mailing list? Has 

your address changed? Please let us know! 
 

Park Place East, Winsted, CT  06098 

(860) 738-6382 (v/tty/videophone) 

(860) 379-3886 (fax) 

sgerhold@nwcc.commnet.edu 

Workshop attendees watch a mock job 

interview videotape. 
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Annual Spring Gala Celebrates NTDôs 40th Anniversary 
By Sara C. Gerhold 

 

CEDHHôs 21st annual spring gala was held in Founders Hall 

auditorium the evening of Friday, April 18. Proceeds from this 

event, which totaled seven hundred dollars, benefitted the 

National Theatre of the Deaf, which is celebrating its 40th 

anniversary this season. Aaron Kubey, the first deaf and 

youngest Executive Director of the National Theatre of the 

Deaf, was the featured guest speaker. Approximately 75 

members of the audience and the deaf community also had an 

opportunity to bid farewell to retiring staff interpreter/tutor 

Roxanne Norway-White and director Mark Myers, who will 

be relocating to Texas this summer to become Provost of the 

Southwest Collegiate Institute for the Deaf (SWCID) at 

Howard College. 
 

Aaron Kubey, who has worked on numerous television, film, 

and theatrical productions over the course of his professional 

career, gave a presentation which highlighted milestones and 

contributions to the deaf communityôs artistic history by the 

National Theatre of the Deaf such as: 

Winning a Tony award for Theatrical Excellence 

Being the first theatre company from the West to perform 

in The Peopleôs Republic of China 

Being the first U.S. theatre company to tour South Africa 

following the easing of U.N. sanctions 

Being the first and only theatre company in the world to 

perform on all seven continents 

Introducing millions of children through the years to Deaf 

culture and American Sign Language through Little 

Theatre of the Deafôs (LTD) live and television 

performances 

Being the longest professional touring theatre company in 

the United States  

Providing over 100 national tours with visits to all 50 

states, 31 international tours, and over 10,000 

performances! 
 

Kubey is a 1994 graduate of the Model Secondary School for 

the Deaf (MSSD) at Gallaudet University in Washington, 

D.C. In 2006, he earned his Bachelors of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) 

degree in 

Theatre Studies 

from the 

Theatre School, 

DePaul 

University in 

Chicago, 

Illinois. A 

proud native of 

Chicago, Kubey 

was the first 

Deaf student 

admitted and 

graduated from 

this 

prestigious 

institution.  
 

In addition to 

Kubeyôs 

presentation, 

and the 

farewell for 

Norway-

White and 

Myers, two 

other 

individuals 

were 

recognized 

with special awards during the gala. Elaine Ducharme 

was presented with a community leadership award and 

honored for her years of service to the deaf-blind 

community. From Waltham, Mass., Ducharme has been 

the director of the DeafBlind Community Access 

Network program (DBCAN) since July 2001 at Deaf 

Inc., in Allston. Deaf Inc. is a non-profit organization 

that has served the needs of deaf, deaf-blind, hard of 

hearing and late deafened adults for 30 years. 

Ducharme received her A.S. degree in Art from NCCC 

in 1990, and a B.A. degree in Family Studies/Human 

Services from the University of Connecticut in 1995. 

Ducharme also received her M.S. degree in Human 

Services/Administrative Leadership from Springfield 

College this past May. Ducharme also established a non

-profit organization serving the deaf-blind community 

in Connecticut called Deaf-Blind Association of 

Connecticut (DBAC) 21 years ago, of which she 

continues to be a member. Ducharme is also currently 

an active member of the Deaf-Blind Contact Center, 

American Association of the Deaf-Blind, and the New 

England Center project for the Deaf-Blind at Perkins 

School for the Blind. 
 

Student Zachary Larson was presented with ñCEDHH 

Student of the Yearò award. Larson is a hard-of-hearing 

student from Burlington, Conn., majoring in Business 

Administration. An active member and treasurer of the 

Northwest Deaf Club, Larson has also been an actor for 

three seasons in NCCCôs ASL Live! performing group. 

Last May, Larson received a ñStudent Employee of the 

Yearò award at NCCC. 
 

A special thanks goes out to the following people who 

made this gala evening possible: the CEDHH staff; 

Northwest Deaf Club students; interpreters Paul 

Atkinson, Sarah Bement, Melissa Slocumb and 

Maureen Chalmers; NCCC maintenance staff and Janis 

Yadach; individuals Debbie Payne, Tom Dore, Sarah 

Marggraff, Kathy Chapman, and Donna Wheeler. 

Alumna Elaine Ducharme accepts her 

community leadership service award 

(Maureen Chalmers interprets). 

Gala attendees participate in an improv skit of 

ñRed Riding Hoodò facilitated by Aaron Kubey. 
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Congratulations , Mark & Roxanne!  

Mark Myers Selected As SWCID Provost at Howard College 
 

After a nationwide search, Howard College officials announced 

recently the selection of current CEDHH Director Mark J. Myers as 

the new Provost for the SouthWest Collegiate Institute for the Deaf 

(SWCID) campus of Howard College in Big Spring, Texas. ñWe are 

thrilled to have Mark join us as part of the SWCID / Howard College 

team,ò said Howard College President, Dr. Cheryl T. Sparks in a 

press release.  ñHe brings with him the skills and experience that will 

be a perfect fit for this campus and this community.ò  

Mark has been working as the Director of CEDHH at Northwestern 

Connecticut Community College, and will bring with him to Texas 

over 18 years of management and supervisory experience in the 

community-technical colleges system, in private non-profit and 

governmental agencies in the field of higher education, in 

rehabilitation and in community-based services to persons who are 

deaf and hard of hearing. Additionally, he has extensive experience 

working with legislative procedures, practices and grant writing with 

private foundations and corporations. 

ñI am eager to work with the SWCID and Howard College team.  I have known about SWCID for quite a number of 

years and I appreciate the values evident in the State of Texas for providing higher education and full communication 

access to learners who are deaf and hard of hearing,ò stated Mark in the press release. Mark, who became profoundly deaf 

due to spinal meningitis at the age of 11 months, obtained an impressive educational background after graduating from St. 

Maryôs School for the Deaf in Buffalo, NY, including a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Gallaudet University in 

Washington, DC and a Master of Arts in Deafness Rehabilitation from New York University.  He is currently enrolled in 

a doctoral Adult Learning program at the University of Connecticut in Storrs. 

Officially, Mark will take on his new position on a permanent full-time basis on August 14, 2008.  Until that time, he will 

be working with college administrators, making intermittent visits to the Howard College campus to be present for 

important activities and events and to get to know the students and faculty. Mark and his wife Alyssa will be moving to 

the Big Spring community over the summer.  ñWe look 

forward to this new adventure in our lives and learning about 

Big Spring and its neighboring communities,ò says Myers.  ñI 

am sure we will enjoy the warm climate and the culture of the 

ówestô in Texas.ò 
 

Roxanne Norway-White 

Announces Retirement 

Roxanne Norway-White will be 
retiring from Northwestern 
Connecticut Community College 
on June 1, 2008. Employed as an 
interpreter/tutor for CEDHH 
since 1981 (27 years), Roxanne started at Northwestern in January 1977 as a student 
majoring in General Studies with an Interpreting Option. She got her Provisional 
Interpreting Permit with the Commission on the Deaf and Hearing Impaired (CDHI) in 
1980 and then Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID) certification in 1982. She 
currently holds an NAD Level V Interpreting Certification, a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Human Services from Springfield College and a Master of Arts degree in Linguistics 

(ASL/English) from Norwich University. Roxanne has loved every aspect of her educational interpreting and tutoring job 
and expressed recently that her most rewarding experiences at NCCC were the Signchronicity and ASL Live! performing 
groups because they each provided a ñbilingual-biculturalò experience for hearing and deaf students at the college. 
Roxanne has been proud to be involved in providing a type of informal group activity which served as an excellent place 
for students to interact using ASL and English, where both groups could discuss and explore cultural differences in a 
relaxed and comfortable environment, as well as learn team building skills with consideration for different cultural norms. 
Roxanne will be sorely missed by the college as she has been with NCCC as both a student and as an employee for a total 
of 30 years. Congratulations, Roxanne!!! 

CEDHH staff bid Mark Myers farewell! 

Gala attendees wish Mark and Roxanne ñBon Voyage!ò 
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Congratulations to CEDHH student Amy Reay, who was inducted into the Phi Theta Kappa International Honor 

Society, Alpha Nu Epsilon Chapter, on April 11. 
 

The Criminal Justice Association hosted a mini golf 

tournament at R&B Sports World on April 24 to 

benefit 5 year old Torrington resident Cameron 

Merritt, who has stage 4 lymphoma cancer. All 

proceeds from the tournament went towards the 

Merritt family and their medical bills. Forty-two 

teams competed for the coveted trophies. 

Congratulations to CEDHH student Michael Ayala and staff interpreter 

Melissa Slocumb, who won second place! 
 

CEDHH student Rajiv Root was appointed by Gov. M. Jodi Rell to the State 

Developmental Disabilities Planning Council in February. The planning council 

is a Governor-appointed body of people with disabilities, family members and professionals who work to promote the 

inclusion of people with disabilities in public life. ñThe Developmental Disabilities Planning Council is a wonderful 

advocate for people with disabilities,ò Rell said in a statement published in The Register Citizen newspaper (2/27/08, p. 

A2). ñRajiv has a passion for helping and educating those around him. I know he will be a great addition to the council 

and I thank him for his willingness to serve his community.ò Root takes part in Disability Education on Wheels and the 

Northwest Deaf Club at the college. Root graduated from Fairfield Ludlowe High School in June 2006. He will be a 

council member until Sept. 20, 2010, or until a successor is appointed and has qualified. 
 

Erin Kane, assistant director of admissions for the National Technical Institute for the Deaf 

(NTID) at Rochester Institute of Technology, visited NCCC on March 7. Dr. Gina Olivia, a 

faculty member from Gallaudet University and the author of book ñAlone in the Mainstream: A 

Deaf Woman Remembers Public School,ò also visited 

campus on March 25.  Both women shared valuable 

information on transfer opportunities with CEDHH 

students. 
 

Students and faculty/staff squared off for the 12th annual 

softball tournament at Ryan Field located near the R&B 

batting cages on May 6. Even though students led the 

game going into the last inning, the staff eventually won 

12-11. The record to date: Students 5, Faculty 6, Tie 

Game 1. A great opportunity to celebrate the end of the 

semester! 
 

Utah-based company Sorenson Communications 

donated five videophones to the town of Winsted, one 

for the Town Hall, one for the library and three for 

Northwestern Connecticut Community College. 

Members of town boards as well as representatives from NCCC attended a short 

demonstration in January at the Winsted town hall in which the videophones 

were showcased. The presentation was led by George Mills, a member of the 

Winsted Advisory Committee for Persons With Disability. A Sorenson 

videophone can be used to make Video Relay Service (VRS) calls to hearing 

people and point-to-point calls to other deaf people, according to information on 

the company Web site. The deaf user sees an interpreter on their television and 

signs to the interpreter, who then contacts the hearing user via a standard phone 

line and relays the conversation between the two parties. 

These photographs were  taken by 

CEDHH student Samuel Attard, as part of 

his spring semester photography courses. 

The above is an art 

project completed by 

CEDHH student Jessica 

Tanner during spring 

semester for a sculpture 

course. 
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The Mad River Anthology is 

an annual magazine that 

publishes original literary 

and artistic work of merit created by students of the 

college. The printed edition is traditionally published 

in April in time for the Mad River Literary Festival. 

The following story, ñHeavenly Light,ò written by 

CEDHH student Jessica Tanner, is reprinted from the 

2008 Anthology: 
 

I am finally out of the box! Being in the plastic and 

cardboard dwelling had put some wrinkles on my 

dress. When I come out once a year, it is like heaven. 

I am dusted and smoothed out; my dress is once again 

a pearly white shade. With loving, yet shaking hands, 

I am placed up here with the best view of the room. I 

am a guardian, observing the family below me. 
 

The room looks the same. Pine wreaths with holly 

hang on the wall. Thereôs a miniature village next to 

the tree. It looks exquisite! Wait, thereôs a new couch 

in front of the fireplace, I love it! The father will light 

the fire pretty soon. Good thing I am up here, it gets 

too hot down there. The Grand piano stands proudly 

in the corner. I cannot wait for the mother to get on 

the piano as she always does on this eve. When she 

plays the quiet night song, it makes me feel peaceful. 

Itôs my favorite song! 
 

It is so serene outside; it is dark. I think I see snow; 

they look like little feathers falling from the Heavens! 

The voice of the wind carries Natureôs songs. Oh, 

how beautiful it sounds along with the piano! 
 

The tree is suddenly embraced with lights. Red, 

Green, Blue, Yellow! Oh my, how divine it looks! I 

see my friends, hereôs Snowy, the snowman. Thereôs 

Neighy, the rocking horse. Oh dear, where is my 

sweet little nutcracker? I think I remember one of the 

little ones playing with it and breaking his legé 

Good Heavens! I see someone new here ï it is a new 

but bigger nutcracker! His coat is so red trimmed with 

a shade of gold like my harp ï Oh! How my heart 

flutters once again! 
 

The family I live with has two children, I see themé 

My! Thereôs another little one?! Oh! How blessed I 

feel it is to have another little one to watch over! 
 

The best part happens in the morning ï I watch the 

children as they jump around the room. Their gleeful 

screams and sweet laughter wake the house as the 

early light come to life. It seems like the kind of 

minute that last a lifetime. 
 

I feel hands around me, taking me off the peak. I 

donôt want to go yet ï I donôt want to stop watching! 

But I know it is time for me to go. I have made my 

sacrifice for a glimpse of heaven as the hands placed 

me back home. 

Compiled by Paul Atkinson 
 

Elizabeth Bull (A.S. ï 

G.S., 2003) has achieved 

the Certificate of 

Interpretation from the 

Registry of Interpreters 

for the Deaf. 
 

Victoria (Tori) Thomas  
(CERT ï Photography, 

ô04, CERT ï Video 

Production, ô06, CERT ï 

Graphic Design, ô06, 

A.S. ï Fine Arts/Visual 

Communication, ô06) 

and Richard DeVilliers 

were married last year, and just became the proud parents of a 

son, Richard, who was born in May.  The family currently lives 

in Shelton, CT and will be building a home in Middlebury this 

summer.  Tori volunteers her time as a gaffer and a line producer 

for Archguardian, an independent film company based in Orange, 

CT.  She recently worked on a feature film (and even briefly 

appears in it) entitled Vengeance starring John Anthony. 
 

Banwo Archer ( G.S., ô92 ï ó93 ) lives in Spartanburg, SC with 

her husband, Juby, and her three sons, aged 9, 11, and 12.  She is 

employed as an Associate Instructor at the South Carolina 

Institute for the Deaf and Blind. 
 

Peter C. Hauser (A.S. -LAS, Behavioral Sci.,  ó92), who is an 

Assistant Professor in the Department of Research and Teacher 

Education at NTID, is leading a 5-year, $482,947 project funded 

by the National Science Foundation. RIT's award is part of a 

larger project centered at Gallaudet University, which NSF is 

funding from the program for the Science of Learning Center on 

Visual Language and Visual Learning (VL2). VL2 brings together 

an international team to study how visual and gestural languages 

facilitate the learning of written English and how visual learning, 

environmental, and visual technologies promote social and 

cognitive development.  Peter lives in Rochester, New York with 

his wife Angela (Brooks) (Interpreter Prep, ô90 ï ó92), who is an 

ASL/English interpreter at the University of Rochester, and his 7-

year-old daughter Nya.  Together with his wife and Karen Finch, 

Dr. Hauser has recently edited and published a new book Deaf 

Professionals and Designated Interpreters: A New Paradigm 

(Gallaudet University Press, May 15, 2008).  
   

Michaela (Marcil) Kelly (A.S. ï G.S., ó91 ) has been working 

for the last four years as an independent subcontractor for 

Sorenson Communications as a Videophone Installer/

Trainer.  She lives in Bloomingburg, NY with her husband Tom 

and their two children. 
 

Alumni, please take a few minutes to share your news with Paul 

Atkinson by writing to him at NCCC, Park Place East, Winsted, CT   

06098-1798 or e-mailing PAtkinson@nwcc.commnet.edu. 

Thank you! 

Alumni Update  

Alumni Karl Wence, Elizabeth Bull, and 

Lori Hylinski congratulated new CEDHH 

graduates on May 29. 

Heavenly Light 


